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Rev Paul McPhail  

Dear Servant of the Lord:  

Greetings in the Precious Name of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.  

I am very thankful for the National Convention at Quebec City.  Thank-you Rev. Mario Cyr and committee 
for putting together a great Convention.  Thank-you I.A.O.G.I. (Canada) for acclaiming Anna Mae and I to 
continue to serve as General Secretary.  We are honoured to serve.  We request your continued prayers.  

The theme for the Convention was “Ministering in His Favour.”  Numbers 13:  30, 31 - The main difference 
between people is not the facts they face but the interpretation they give to the facts.  A story is told of a 
shoe salesman who was sent to an undeveloped country in Africa to open the territory.  He wired back 
that there was no possibility of doing business there because no one wore shoes.  The company sent 
another salesman to see if he could do better.  In just a few days they received an enthusiastic telegram 
with a big order and the message “Possibilities unlimited.  No one has shoes.  Stand by for further orders.”  
The difference was the way the two salesmen looked at the facts before them.  

Harry Emerson Fosdick once said, “It is not so much what life brings to us in her hands as what we bring 
to life/ministry in our spirits makes the difference between people.”  This is illustrated by the experience of 
the twelve Israelites spies as they explored the Promised Land.  Their purpose in spying was not to 
determine if the land could be taken – that had already been decided.  It was to determine how best to 
accomplish that task.  All found the land to be an exceedingly good land, flowing with milk and honey.  All 
also saw the giants, the sons of Anak.  But Caleb and Joshua saw these giants in the light of God and 
therefore were in no sense terrified by them.  They represented only an opportunity.  “They are bread for 
us,” they declared with daring faith.  Numbers14:9.  But when the other ten spies saw them, they were 
completely unnerved.  “We were in our own sight as grasshoppers,” they wailed pitifully, “And so we were 
in their sight.”  13:  33.  The contribution they could make upon their return was one of discouragement 
and despair.  In fact, God had to postpone possessing the land until that generation had died.  

As you face up to life/ministry, will you see only the problems or will you see the possibilities?  

Like the ten unfaithful spies, sometimes all we can see are the problems.  We are a very problem-
conscious age.  We have a keen realization of our social problems, our domestic problems, our 
international problems, and our individual problems.  We cannot just ignore these problems.  But neither 
do we need to over emphasize them and become so conscious of them that we are paralyzed.  

This attitude toward life shows up all the time:  for example, a person who is considering accepting Christ 
as Saviour will reject Him because he thinks he cannot live a godly life.  A person looking at Christian 
stewardship does not tithe because he cannot understand how he can pay his bills and tithe as well.  A 
student who is getting serious about Christian commitment sees only the possibility for ridicule.  A person 
who thinks about Christian witness fears rebuff.  A person who is considering a mission or ministry project 
fears failure and therefore does nothing.  

Quite often, looking at the problems of life/ministry, we settle down and do nothing.  This happened to 
Israel.  

Caleb and Joshua saw the possibilities because unlike the other spies, they were not obsessed with the 
problems.  What does it take to enable us to see the possibilities? 
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To see the possibilities in life/ministry we need a sense of mission.  Joshua and Caleb had a sense of 
mission about what they were to do.  They went to find a way into the land, not to report the difficulties.  
With a sense of mission we can succeed.  

To see the possibilities of life/ministry we need a vision of strength.  A person’s self-concept has a lot to 
do with what he or she is and does.  A person who thinks he or she is a failure will more than likely be a 
failure.  

The ten unfaithful spies saw themselves as grasshoppers before the inhabitants of the land.  They 
considered themselves insignificant and too weak to act.  But Caleb and Joshua did not agree.  “We are 
well able to overcome,” they said.  They had a vision of strength (Ministering in God’s Favour).  It is not 
by our strength but by God’s that we overcome.  If God approves a plan, he will provide the power to 
carry it out.  

To see the possibilities of life/ministry we need dependence on God.  The real secret of Caleb and Joshua’s 
view was dependence on God.  Knowing as much about the land and as much about the children of Israel 
as the other spies, if they depended on their own strength, they too would have been discouraged.  But 
they were willing to depend on God.  Notice how they expressed this dependence.  “If the Lord delights in 
us, then he will bring us into this land, and give it to us:  a land which floweth with milk and honey.  Only 
rebel not ye against the Lord, neither fear ye the people of the land;  for they are bread for us;  their 
defense is departed from them, and the Lord is with us:  fear them not.”  Numbers 14:8, 9.  

How will you face up to life/ministry?  Life/ministry presents all of us with problems and possibilities.  We 
can look at the problems and be defeated or at the possibilities and move ahead.  All depends on how we 
interpret life/ministry and whether we trust in God’s Favour.  

Your servant in Christ,  

Rev. Paul McPhail  

  

NATIONAL CONVENTION REPORT QUEBEC CITY 2008  

Rev Paul McPhail spoke the first night "Ministering in God's Favour" and the text was taken from Isaiah 
61:1-3  “ 1The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me; because the LORD hath anointed me to preach good 
tidings unto the meek; he hath sent me to bind up the broken hearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, 
and the opening of the prison to them that are bound;  2To proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD, and 
the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all that mourn;  3To appoint unto them that mourn in Zion, 
to give unto them beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit of 
heaviness; that they might be called trees of righteousness, the planting of the LORD, that he might be 
glorified."  

He spoke on what divine favour is.  Divine favour is like a coat of many colours, with its many 
dimensions. There is the fivefold ministry.  We honour the office of the apostle, prophet, evangelist, 
pastor, and teacher. (Ephesians 4:11)  We recognize the diversities of gifts of the Spirit as in 1 Corinthians 
12:10. We celebrate our diverse people groups, over 30 languages preached from our pulpits each 
Sunday. Our enemy cannot steal this divine favour because God secures it in you.  

He spoke of how some people will be envious and hate you because of God's favour on you.  He also said 
divine favour will bring you into a place of revelation, vision and dreams.  God's favour will cause people 
of significance to identify you and draw you out.  God's favour, he said will teach you how to apply 
knowledge and information.  Joseph was taken from prison to the Prime Minister's office in one day  
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because of the revelation God had given him. Proverbs 18: 16 "a man's gift will go before him and prepare 
the way to bring him before Kings."  

Brother McPhail brought out how the favour of God will promote to divine positions, and how great 
resources will be available to those walking in divine favour for the sake of Kingdom advancement and 
work.   

Rev Leo Paul Guenette interpreter and Rev Paul McPhail General Secretary 

He brought this point out also that Joseph could have harboured resentment against his brothers, but he 
forgave them.  He said it does not matter how long ago and how bad it was, you have to let go and 
forgive.  Matthew 5:7 "blessed are the merciful for they shall be shown mercy." 

He also said that under divine favour you will be fruitful and multiply.  He said that in order to have God's 
favour we must recognize God's agenda.  Romans 8:28 "all things work together for good to them who 
love God and who have been called according to his purpose."  God never does anything without a 
purpose, and God is always on the job to teach us some new truth, new insight, and provide us with the 
necessary strength and leadership for living a victorious life. 

Brother McPhail gave his personal testimony of healing by the power of God in 1996.  He said God is still a 
healing God, a supernatural giver of life and healing.  In 1996 he was in the transplant unit in London 
Ontario and the prognosis was not good.  Top specialists gave him the diagnosis that involved his lungs, 
liver and lymph nodes.  But God had other plans.  Today without a transplant, without chemo, without 
radiation, he uses his own lungs to proclaim the word of God across Canada from the high Arctic to 
southern Canada, from the east coast to the west.  Strength, healing, vitality and God's favour continue to 
be manifest in the life of God's servant.  God is no respector of persons and God can and God will heal you 
as well.  Pastor McPhail proclaims this testimony everywhere he goes. 

Worship Leader for the Convention was Maryse Libeau under a great anointing. Our sister was a great 
blessing to the Convention, and we give God praise and glory for the time of blessing through worship and 
praise. Psalm 9: 11 “Sing praises to the LORD, which dwelleth in Zion: declare among the people his 
doings.”  

Maryse Libeau Psalm 18:3 “I will call upon the LORD, who is worthy to be praised: so 
shall I be saved from mine enemies.” 
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Each morning in the Convention was prayer time at 9:30 am, after prayer, the first morning (Tuesday) the 
Regional Secretaries gave their report on what is happening in the regions of Canada.  How God is 
blessing the churches within their areas.  The members of the fellowship look forward to the Regional 
Secretaries reports and use this time for the purpose of learning what God is doing in the regions so that 
they may lift up these areas in prayer.  

Regional Secretary reports were as follows: Southeast Quebec - Brother Cyr reported a tent will be 
erected this summer in Sainte Marie and the pioneers who have preached before along with the new 
generation of ministers (Pass the Torch Conference) will preach in this crusade for a week. They are 
believing God for souls, Brother Cyr spoke of the burden for souls in that area God has placed on him.  
Brother Cyr reported how unity with other churches in the region was continuing to go forward.   

Maritimes – Rev Jack Skafte spoke giving us a sense of the unity developing among the churches in his 
region.  He also has been named the head of the ministerial in Bridgetown.  He desires your prayers for 
the region. We believe with him that God is going to do great things in the Maritimes.   

Central Quebec - Rev Maxime Houle spoke with an inspiring word for us.  He is one of the pioneers of the 
faith in Northern Quebec taking the Pentecostal message to that area years ago.  Suffering much 
persecution but a faithful servant of the Lord.  He and his wife continue to minister in the region.   

Southwest Quebec - Rev Pauline Corriveau spoke of the fellowship meetings bringing ministers together 
and its impact. She spoke of bringing the ministers together to feel safe and a family environment to be 
nourished and prayed for.  The Lord is blessing these meetings.   

Central Ontario-Rev Joseph Samuels spoke of great things happening for God in Central Ontario.  How the 
fellowship meetings are edifying the ministers.  How the participation is increasing.  How the churches 
continue to grow and are reaching the community and how souls are being saved.     

North Central Ontario- Rev Mel Hurley spoke of the meetings in Northern Ontario, women's conventions 
and fellowship meetings.  He spoke of the ordination of Rev Peter Owl (Kokoko) and how the Chief of his 
community gave him a gift of a guitar to honour his ordination.  God is moving in northern Ontario.    

South Western Ontario - Rev Ian Wills spoke of the move of God in Southwestern Ontario, about the unity 
that is being manifest in the region as ministers seek to come together.  The Provincial Convention will 
be in October 16-18th 2008 at the Four Points by the Sheraton, Wellington Rd, London with Rev Greg 
Holmes as Keynote Speaker. The National Convention is being held in London, Ontario  May 4th to the 7th, 
2009 at the same location.     

Prairies - Rev Karl Keile of the Prairies spoke of the Convention where sessions were provided on How to 
Be a Better Bible Preacher.  Ministers attended from Saskatchewan and Manitoba. Rev James Weller from 
Kingston, Ontario was the seminar teacher and it was held in Regina at Rev Taylors Church.   

Northern and Southeastern British Columbia – Rev Arlo Johnson spoke. Rev Johnson is retiring, and Rev 
Gerrit Apperloo is the new regional secretary for the north.  They encouraged us by telling us of the 
blessings of the Lord in their region. They spoke of the networking conference held. We welcome Gerrit 
and Elizabeth Apperloo to this position of Regional Secretary, as Brother Arlo Johnson is retiring. We know 
the Lord has called them for such a time as this.  God is faithful to bring forward those whose hearts are 
to work for the Kingdom.  
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Southern British Columbia - Rev Gwen Dreger spoke from Southern BC of the unity and good fellowship 
they were experiencing in their region.  To God be praise and glory for what He is doing.  The Provincial 
Convention was held in Surrey BC in June.   

Tuesday evening, Wednesday evening and Thursday evening.  Rev Dr. Mike Brown spoke and was a great 
blessing.  He ministered individually to many ministers present. www.stronginthelord.org  

Rev Dr. Mike Brown   

Wednesday morning was prayer and Missionary Reports.  Presenting were:  Rev James Weller, Ministry to 
Russia and Eastern Europe.  Rev Arlo Johnson on Sri Lanka. Rev Ron Short on Prayer Canada, website: 
www.prayercanada.org, Rev David Ellyatt on Arctic Missions, website: www.arcticmissions.com Pastor Jan 
Fahrner on Israel, website: www.zioninternetchurch.com, Rev Andrea Duarte on Latin America, Rev Victor 
Linklater on Full Gospel Aboriginal Ministries, website: www.fgam.ca   

Wednesday evening there were two that were ordained to the ministry. Rev David Lois Nitonde and Rev  
Leonel Morales from Quebec.  Rev Joseph Samuels along with his wife were acknowledged for apostolic 
giftings in founding churches in Canada, the Islands of the Sea and India.  To God be glory.   

Regional Secretaries praying for Brother and Sister Samuels   

                                     Rev David Louis Nitonde Rev Leonel Morales with his wife 
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The Business Session of the Convention was held Thursday morning, following prayer.  

Commissioned Christian Worker credential was passed.  This credential is for a lay person that is 
qualified and certified to teach, visit the sick, minister in hospitals, nursing homes and jails, as well as 
assist in many of the functions of the local church.  The applicant must be certain of a definite call to 
Christian Work.  This C.C.W. Credential is for use in conjunction with the sponsoring local church only and 
is non-transferable.  Fee Structure: as per other credential fee schedule.  Initial application must include 
the same documentation as for other credentials.   

Elections were held and the roster remains Rev Paul McPhail, General Secretary by acclamation. Rev Mario 
Cyr, Assistant General Secretary.  The Regional Secretaries are the same except for retiring Rev Arlo 
Johnson who is being replaced by Rev Gerrit Apperloo.  Treasurer remains Rev David Ellyatt.  Editor of the 
Canadian Mantle remains Rev Anna Mae McPhail.  

Other important business was passed members of the Fellowship should see the minutes.   

Attendance- A current rule is every member of the Fellowship shall attend a National or Provincial 
Convention once every 3 years.  

Thursday evening the final service Rev Arlo Johnson was given a plaque for his faithful service to the 
Independent Assemblies of God International Canada as Regional Secretary in Northern British Columbia.  

Order the CD’s and DVD’s of the Convention from Rev David Ellyatt, 1795 Parkhurst Ave, London, Ontario 
N5V 2C4, Phone 519-451-7121, E-mail:david.ellyatt@odyssey.on.ca   

Left Rev Paul McPhail, Mrs. Glenna Johnson, Rev Arlo Johnson, Rev Harry Wuerch  

A communion service was held in the Thursday evening service, served by the Regional Secretaries.  The 
final service was a blessed time.  God is moving across Canada.  Thank you for all your doing for Kingdom 
of God.  We bless you in Jesus Name.  

OUR DEEPEST SYMPATHY - Assistant General Secretary Rev Mario Cyr and his wife Linda lost a 1 month 
old grandchild Mathieu Joly (parents Isabelle (Cyr) and Martin Joly) the night before the Convention  
started.  The funeral service was held Thursday evening (of the Convention) with Rev Mario Cyr officiating.  
We appreciate all that Brother Mario and Linda did for the Convention even though they were carrying a 
burden of sorrow.  Keep this family in your prayers.  

Thank you – some Convention photos for this issue supplied by Rev. Bill Fahrner and Rev Jan Fahrner. 
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GOD’S FAMILY PLAN  

1. Birthing a child.  2. Maturing a son.  3. Preparing a father 
Birthing a child, naturally or spiritually is certainly a miracle, but the work of birthing a child is done in a 
relatively brief period of time.  Bringing that child, to maturity is the work of a life time!  There are three 
words that portray the stages of development as one moves from infancy to maturity!  1. Child (Greek 
words: Teknon and Nepios).  John 1:12;  Galatians 4:1-2.  2. Son – (huios) Galatians 4:4-7    3. As a son, 
prepared to become a father.  

A God Connection:  Galatians 3:19-24 A Law revealed our sinfulness; so we would come to Christ: a) To 
be justified by faith (v.24).  b) To be matured by faith (v.27 “baptized into Christ, v. 26 “Sons [hios] of 
God, potentially, but it must be worked out through faith in Christ Jesus).  c) Prepared to become spiritual 
fathers in the family of God.  

The Illustration from the life of God’s Son, Jesus:  Galatians 4:4  “God sent His Son; born of a woman”  
There are two distinct and different components:  Theologians have said it this way: The God/Man .. God 
of very God, and Man of very Man.  How did all of that work out in the body of Jesus, the baby, the child, 
the youth, the adult?  I don’t know!  Isaiah 9:6 [Hebrews 1:6, 8-9] states that the Son was given, not 
born, while the child was born!  Explain it, I can’t!  Believe it, I can!  The only thing I know, if I read my 
bible correctly, Jesus didn’t live on earth as God, but as man (John 5:19, 30; Acts 10:38).  

As Jesus, Luke 2:52 tells us that he had to mature:  mentally, physically, spiritually, and socially!  If this is 
so, and the word says it is so!  Then to be immature is not a sin!  We know that Jesus was sinless, 
nevertheless he lived through the maturing process!  Is there any illustration of Jesus’ immaturity?  Luke 
2:41-48 (Exposit verse by verse).  That incident in the life of Jesus was a revelation of his immaturity!  
Sorry to tell you, but I have had many such revelations of my own immaturity.  But even in this, God is 
gracious to us in that he reveals our immaturity in bite sized increments!  But he does more than that!  
When he reveals our immaturity, he provides the means by which we can escape that revealed measure 
of immaturity!  1 Corinthians 10:13 contains a principle: When we are faced with a temptation, God 
provides a way of escape.  Let’s apply this principle to the life of one in which there has been a revelation 
of immaturity:  1. The temptation will be to refuse the way of escape from immaturity; the temptation will 
be to stay in the comfort zone of immaturity, after all we have a lot of experience at being immature! 
Right?  But as we face the decision between the temptation and the way of escape, we decide to escape 
our immaturity, but how?  Luke 2:51-52.  How did Jesus escape his immaturity?  How can you and I 
escape our immaturity?  By submitting to God’s provided leaders at that moment in time.   In Jesus’ case, 
it was Joseph and Mary, in your case and mine, it will be some flesh and blood person in whom the Spirit 
of God dwells!  Or it may be a particular set of uncomfortable circumstances to which we are being called 
to submit.   Regardless, it will be someone, or something provided by God for our increased maturity!   
Then,  through our submission to someone or something, we will, like Jesus mature!  

Hebrews 5:11-14 (Babe=nepios).  Again it is important to know that maturity has little to do with aging, 
while it has everything to do with submitting to the Lord and those that he will use in our lives to mature 
us!  Growing old in inevitable, but growing up is a choice!  

It is not a sin to be immature, but it is a sin if when our immaturity is revealed, we refuse to take God’s 
way of escape by submitting to those that God has put in our path for the perfecting of His Divine purpose 
for our lives!   

Luke 2:48 Jesus is addressed by Mary as a child (teknon), and at that moment of revelation, Jesus 
submitted himself to his parents (Luke 2:51), and as a result of that submission, Jesus matured mentally, 
physically, spiritually and socially (Luke 2:52).  

In that Jesus walked through the process of becoming mature, Luke 3:21-22 records that Jesus was 
baptized in water, and as he came up out of the waters of Jordan, the Father in heaven said, “You are my 
son (hious, not teknon), whom I love, with you I am well pleased.”  The Father in heaven released to His 
mature son the ministry of manifesting the Father upon earth.  2 Corinthians 5:19 “For God was in Christ ]  
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reconciling the world unto Himself.” So may we, having been born again into the family of God as a child   
(John 1:12; Galatians 4:1-2), walk through the maturing process so that we may become a son of God 

(Galatians 4:5-7), in preparation for the ministry of fathering in the family of God, so that we will be 
enabled to minister responsibly and authoritatively (1 Corinthians 4:14-17).  

Rev Arlo Johnson 
Prince George, British Columbia    

 
OUR HEARTS CAN GO ON  

The weather on the day of my mother’s funeral over a year ago was horrific making front pages news the 
next day.  At the graveside each pallbearer fell at least once as the skies grew even more threatening.  
Shivering I looked up into the sky and cried, “I’m sorry mom, the sun isn’t shining.”  As I held onto the 
arm of a long time family friend who came from the same village in Italy as my parents and me, I felt his 
strength, warmth, and love permeate the brutal forces of nature.  It was then I knew that in spite of the 
pain of burying my brother 3 years earlier and now my mother, I would go on.  The foundations of love, 
mercy, strength, in the hard times have given me hope.  

The journey of grief is one we all will encounter.  Indeed the Apostle Peter’s reaction was one of disbelief 
when he was told Jesus was going to die.  Peter simply could not fathom living life without the one person 
who loved him unconditionally.  It’s not hard to image him asking, “Jesus, can’t you just make this go 
away?”  

“God, can’t you just make this go away?”  Some situations are too hard to accept and bear.  I picture 
Jesus saying “Look Peter, I really care about and love you but I’m going to die.  You’ve been with me for a 
while now and you still don’t get the bigger picture of what my death really means.”  “In the future people 
are going to try and stop the insanity”.  “People are going to care for each other and their hearts will go 
out to the widows and orphans”.  “Greedy people will be found out.” “There’s a new heaven and earth on 
the way.”  

But, it was difficult for Peter to grasp that life would go on without Jesus just like it was difficult for me to 
believe that life would go on without my mother and brother.  I’ve realized though that Jesus did not come 
to rescue my life from tragedy, death, and grief but from meaninglessness. 
It was the same with Peter. The unconditional love and belief Jesus had in him had brought such a radical 
change not only to him but hundreds.  Hungry people were fed, the blind could see, women, children, the 
poor, the disabled, all were treated equally.  Hypocrites, war mongers, and ruthless leaders were all 
challenged as they are today.  It is understandable that Peter, like any of us who has lost loved ones had 
a hard time accepting that suffering, rejection and death was and is part of the purpose of shaping our 
lives.   

That’s because death has a way of stopping us in our tracks.  Grief, sorrow, sadness, calls us to be 
truthful to ourselves.  In the tragedies my family and I have faced I have taken stock of the true purpose 
and meaning of my life and continue to do so.  I’ve come to terms that my life is not my own, that a 
higher calling propels me forward, even in the darkest moments and disappointments that have come my 
way.  Helen Keller who was born both deaf and blind said, “Believe when you are most unhappy that there 
is something for you to do in the world.  So long as you can sweeten another’s pain life is not in vain.” 
Thus, the dark moments of our lives that often do overshadow and hide us can define our character.  
Jesus did not tell Peter, “It’s going to be okay.”  In fact he told him “you’re going to chicken out 3 times” 
and in the face of a little servant girl.  But, remember what I’ve taught you and let that guide you after 
I’m gone.”  

It took some time for Peter to understand what Jesus was asking him to do but eventually he let go of all 
the things that kept his mind focused on the things of the world.  After Christ’s death, a time of healing 
from grief, he made a decision to teach and preach and yes it cost him his life.  
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The New Testament book of Galatians 5:11 says, “this is what is suppose to set us apart as followers as 
disciples of Christ from those in the world that focus only on what the world is trying to give and get.  
Those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake and for the sake of 
the gospel will save it.” 
“It matters not how long we live, but how.”  Philip James Bailey, 1816-1902  

Rev. Adelina Pecchia 
Edmonton, Alberta  

] 
THE EAGLE AND GOD’S FAVOUR  

In the culture where I spend a lot of time it is quite common for people to use examples from nature or 
creation to explain deeper spiritual truths.  It is not unique to this culture; in fact, there are countless 
examples in Scripture of using things we can see in creation as a vehicle to explain truths.  The Psalmist 
uses many, a familiar one being “As the deer pants for the water, so my soul longs after You.”  And we all 
know the one about soaring on wings like eagles.  

Often as I travel or simply sit outside I notice something normal that seems to draw my attention in a 
special way.  At those times I ask God what he is trying to show me through this event.  I must confess 
that there are many times I am a bit hard headed and it takes God several times to get through to me.  
But when he uses nature it seems to make a special impression on me; the lesson he teaches seems to 
stick better and when I see the same event at another time, it reminds me of the lesson once again!  

After the 2008 National Convention I was driving home and noticed an eagle circling in the sky above the 
forest I was driving through.  There was a slight breeze blowing and the eagle was slowly moving with the 
breeze.  I have seen this many times where I live, so why did it catch my attention?  Because God wanted 
to reinforce and enlarge on some of the content of the convention as we focused on “Ministering in God’s 
Favour”.  

Some of the things the eagle taught me were:  

1. In ministry, always follow the Spirit’s direction if we want to remain in God’s favour.  The eagle 
went with the wind.  He could have gone in another direction but then he would have been 
fighting the wind; instead, his work was made easier as he simply drifted where the wind took 
him.  As ministers, it is so easy to choose our ministry or path based on our human desires rather 
than simply listening to the Spirit and following God’s leading.  When we planted our church, 
when we took our last ministry evangelism trip, when we decided to start a new program, what 
was our decision based on?  Truthfully now – was it past success in that area, a nice place to go 
to, an interesting program that others had success with?  Or was it only after listening to the 
Spirit that we made our decisions?  

2. There are some places or activities we cannot go to if we want to remain in God’s favour.  The 
eagle did not hunt in the dense forest areas – he bypassed them.  Why?  Though an eagle can 
plummet straight down and catch a prey, he cannot fly straight up to get out from amongst the 
trees.  Eagles need room to move forward in order to gain elevation.  They are not like a 
helicopter but more like a plane in that respect.  So he knew his limits and did not waste time 
searching those areas.  In ministry, there are some places we should not, must not go even if we 
can.  In God’s design for us, he also places limits on us as we minister.  Others may well be able 
to go to those places because they are designed for them; we need to focus only on those places 
we are designed for.  Those are the places our call will lead us to.  We need to discern between 
God’s call and Satan’s attempt to trap us in a place we must not be.  

3. In ministry we need to plan and research the area, the culture, the people we are hoping to 
minister to.  The eagle circled and looked, circled and looked.  He saw lots of potential food, but 
he ignored the larger ones that he could not handle by himself.  Many times we hear the call of 
God to go minister somewhere, to someone, but we fail to take the time to plan our ministry, to  
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research what the issues are that we will encounter, to determine how we need to adapt our  
cultural bias to be accepted into the culture we are to minister to.  Many times we go in expecting 
a great harvest but have never taken the time to understand the issues of life that are holding 
hostage those we minister to, with the result that we can develop programs that look good but 
never address the needs of the people.  Though God can and does grant a harvest when we jump 
into a situation without looking where we are going to land, his greater favour will be with those 
who exercise the wisdom they have been given by God for just that purpose.  Look at the life of 
Jesus and the apostles and you will discover that all of them planned.  

4. When we minister and get results, we need to take time to properly deal with the people.  Once 
the prey is captured, the eagle goes to a safe place to eat his food at leisure.  We too, when we 
have done the basic ministry, need to continue to deal with the people and disciple them 
thoroughly.  

To be and to remain in God’s favour means we need to do some things.  But these things are not 
unnatural things.  Instead, they are things we are designed for, that are part of the equipping that 
comes with being called for a particular ministry.  Too often we try to be who we are not; we try to do 
what we are not called for.  And we wonder why we do not seem to be receiving God’s favour.  Eagles 
are not sparrows; sparrows are not eagles.  In nature, neither tries to be the other.  In ministry, we 
should be only who we are, doing what we have been designed by the Creator to be.  Then the favour 
of God will rest on our ministry.   

Rev Gerrit Apperloo, 
Dease Lake, BC  
Website: www.wearehis.ca  

 

FROM PRISON TO PARLIAMENT HILL   

When God grants you favour, He can take you from the darkness of a prison cell bound by alcohol and 
drugs and raise you up to enter the east building on Parliament Hill.   

This building has very tight security, because these are the offices of the Prime Minister, his Cabinet 
Ministers and M.P.’s. This building is where all Chief dignitaries and head Officials enter.  On May 5th my 
wife and I entered this building as invited guests, for the purpose to pray with those who are in authority.   

1 Timothy 2: 1-4 KJV “I exhort therefore, that first of all, supplication, prayers, intercession and giving of 
thanks be made for all men.  For Kings and for all that are in authority, that we may lead a quiet and 
peaceable life in all Godliness and honesty.  For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our 
Saviour.  Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth.”   

You see nothing is impossible for God when we are obedient and follow His instructions.   

When I got released from prison 13 years ago, God sent us to Cranbrook, B.C.  While I was in prison the 
Lord taught me many things.  Because there is power in prayer and you see one of the mandates with 
Prayer Canada is to pray for other prayer posts across the nation.  God has opened the heavens in answer 
to these prayers across Canada.   

3 years ago on Arne and Kathy’s journey to Regina for the IAOGI National Convention, they stopped for a 
visit. The next morning after a prayer meeting God woke me up with Psalm 72:11 and said “I now give 
you the nation of Canada.”  I contacted Arne and he said I know.   

In the late summer of 2007 we were invited to speak at the Prayer Canada Prayer Breakfast (they have 4 
of them each year).  What an honour, God was also stirring my spirit up and I could feel some changes 
happening.  My wife Bonnie comments that was a long way to go for breakfast. (11 hour drive)   

We were appointed Regional Director with Prayer Canada.  I became in Arne’s words the “legs for Prayer 
Canada.”  Prayer Canada Team has been praying that someone would receive the burden and vision Arne 
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received over 30 years ago.  Rev Arne Bryan and Kathy remain at the helm of Prayer Canada, and I have 
become the legs.   

A prophetic word from Dr. Mike Brown at the National Convention said “you will be ministering one on one 
with Kings and authority and all red tape has been removed.”  We did that on May 5, 2008.  To God be 
glory.  Even though I was in prison 13 years ago, and now ministering across Canada and to Parliament 
Hill with a well established ministry of 30 years Prayer Canada.  Nothing is impossible for God.   

Ron Short, Pastor 
Regional Director for Prayer Canada, 
Surrey, BC 
Phone 604-589-1110 
Website:  www.prayercanada.org       

 

ABUNDANT LIFE ASSEMBLY OF WINDSOR  

I would like to give God the glory for his miraculous provision of a property suitable for our church to put 
some permanent roots down in the inner city. Abundant life Assembly was planted in June of 2002 holding 
services at the Gino Marcus Community Center in the 1500 block of Drouillard. Planting a church is not an 
easy task, especially the setting-up and tearing-down of our equipment. Trying to establish a presence 
and maintain programs in various rooms through the community center was a challenge.  Although it was 
a struggle and allot of physical demand on people, God always proved His faithfulness and brought people 
out and ministry went forth.  

Last year in April God placed the vision of obtaining a building on our hearts collectively as a church. We 
had the desire early in the beginning stages of the ministry, but the plan just seemed to be put on hold 
until the Holy Spirit saw fit to give us the green light to go ahead. Inside of one year we were able by the 
grace and provision of God permitted to save enough for a down payment and secure the financing 
necessary to purchase the facility that God wanted us to have. This building is exactly one block down 
from the community center where we started in 2002.   

Confirmation of our presence being established by the provision of God has charged our congregation with 
life and energy! We look forward to what the Lord has for us next and we are going to prepare ourselves 
for the harvest of souls in such need of saving in the city and area God has placed us to do His work.  

Abundant Life Assembly of Windsor 
Rev. Daryel Brisebois, Pastor 
Website: www.abundantlifewindsor.com   

 

JESUS IS LORD OVER CANADA    
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REV.MURRAY CLINTON FORD -1923-2008  

                              
                                                   Church sign from Rev. Murray Ford’s last church on Graham Side Rd, Essex County  

Rev. Murray Ford was born July 25, 1923 and passed away May 19th, 2008 in Leamington, Ontario in his 
84th year.  He served his Lord as Pastor, Teacher and Regional Secretary of South western Ontario, and a 
worker in the Kingdom for the saving of souls. He gave his heart to the Lord in a greenhouse. He taught 
Sunday School at Wheatley Evangel Tabernacle Church up until his illness just a few months ago.  He was 
faithful. 1 Corinthians 4:2 “Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be found faithful.” Psalm 101:6 
“Mine eyes shall be upon the faithful of the land, that they may dwell with me: he that walketh in a 
perfect way, he shall serve me.”  

Rev. Ford was laid to rest on May 23, 2008 from the Reid Funeral Home in Leamington.  His friends and 
colleagues gathered for a service to honour a man devoted to God.  A great example for all of us.  Rev 
Dorman Pollett of Wheatley Evangel Tabernacle led the “Home Going” service.  Rev Pollett gave a very 
inspiring Gospel message taken from  Luke 10:42 “But one thing is needful: and Mary hath chosen that 
good part, which shall not be taken away from her.”  He encouraged those present to make heaven their 
home and follow after God.  Pastor Pollett led the congregation in the sinner’s prayer.  

Rev. Paul McPhail, General Secretary, and Rev. Larry Brush, a close friend also shared words.  Many 
ministers were in attendance among them Rev Ian and Kathy Wills, South western Regional Secretary, 
and Rev Harry and Joan Wuerch, Rev Claude Page and others. Many friends were in attendance. Rev Anna 
Mae McPhail played the organ.  

E-mails came from across the country from people who were touched by his life, his encouragement, and 
his mentoring.  These were very touching, and heart warming, and some were read in the service.  

Everyone who knew Murray knew he was a man who stood for righteousness and was a man of integrity. 
He led many to Christ, and even while ill was passing out tracts at Hotel Dieu Hospital and Leamington 
General Hospital and it is reported he lead someone to Christ in Hotel Dieu Hospital on his stay there, 
never wasting a moment to speak to someone about Christ.  

He wore a tie clip that was a fish hook, and on his business card he had under his name, “Fisher of Men.”   
This best described him.  He was not ashamed of the Gospel. Romans 1:16 “For I am not ashamed of the  
gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to everyone that believeth; to the Jew first, and  
also to the Greek.”  

Rev, McPhail told how while a young minister Brother Ford would advise him on his code of dress for the   

ministry.  Murray told him early on that he noticed he often wore red ties and that he should put away the 
red ties and start thinking of blue, grey and black ties for appropriate ministerial attire.  To the chuckles of 
those present Brother McPhail said “how’s this tie Murray?” turning to show his tie.  

Murray often gathered at Tim Horton’s with friends and during those visits he would expound on 
something the Lord had revealed to him from the Word.  He would always precede these talks with a great 
story.  These revelations and talks to friends and to the church family became known as Murray’s nuggets.  
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Murray once said “why did God create teenagers?  So that parents could create something in their image 
that would defy them and never believe a thing they said.”  This then would lead into something of a 
spiritual significance with great insight.    

Dorman Pollett Jr.  and his brother Matthew Pollett and Arnold Birch sang “How Great Thou Art” at the 
service. Dorman Jr. said he had visited Pastor Ford on Friday, before his death, and Pastor Ford even 
though on his bed of affliction, just three days before going home to the Lord told Dorman Jr., “I’m 
praying for you.  Don’t give up, it’s worth it.”    

Rev. Murray Ford “Well done thou good and faithful servant...enter now into the joys of the Lord.”  
Matthew 25:23.  Please keep his children in prayer Dan, Esther and Beth.   

MISSION OF TEARS 

"Little Jewels” is the new baby house built by Mission of Tears Charity.  The simple but effective program 
is part of team collaboration  formed with other humanitarian groups, churches and business owners.  It is 
stage one of the Early Childhood Intervention Program.  The program will include Spiritual care, Family 
counseling, Child care, Medical consultations, School, Vocational training and Womens issues while 
respecting  cultural and ethnicity. 

The baby house serves newborn to 3yrs. It has 4 bedrooms which accommodates the abandoned or 
surrendered babies. plus one examining room to address our new arrivals. A private room will give staff 
the opportunity to observe and diagnose the needs of the new infant   A  larger  multipurpose  room 
will house highchairs for feeding, play and  for visiting professionals.  Kitchen and laundry facilities are 
functional but need to be upgraded. Babies who come into care will receive  the following. 

Nutritious baby formula and food. Clean clothes.  The baby house is a safe family home with , assistants, 
volunteers, nurse and caregivers. Medical care Includes /Aids testings and treatment with medications 
if required.  Appropriate immunizations, and infant growth charts are maintained. Each case managed with 
care and respect. Play and Recreation- Toys and infant swings need to be upgraded.  Play area is fresh 
grass with fence surrounding compound.  A very safe and pleasant surrounding for our babies. Community 
Relations- Working and Partnering with Department of Social Services, Medical personal , Police 
and Church leaders. Fostering and Adoption if possible.  

Little Jewel's Baby house is located 3 to 4 hrs south of the capital city Addis Ababa by road.  Through the 
Rift Valley the road winds and as far as the eye can see dessert with small bushes or limited trees in the 
background.  The road is  freshly  paved which made our last travel much easier.  Along the drive one 
cannot help but to see the dessert dust blowing in the wind, Camels herds wandering freely  through the 
barren dry land. The stick huts, herds of goats being shepherded by little boys, small donkeys weighed 
down by water containers and petite young girls carrying loads of twigs and wood strapped to their backs.  
Young children all should be in school but  because of circumstances work must come first.  Survival at all 
costs.  No time to play for some life is serious.  Many of these children are excluded and invisible. 

I cannot forget the sweet little children that smiled and followed me around. The little hands that shyly 
slip into mine when time allowed, never mind the invitation to play or participate in a cultural dance.  

Ethiopia is a country with immense problems including starvation, void of abundant medical care and 
water is scarce.  Still the Ethiopians in general are remarkably polite, proud, work hard to survive and 
makes my life’s problems seem so small in comparison.  I cannot wait till my next visit   I have been 
forever changed my heart broken and yet somehow alive with new energy. 

The hospitality served by my colleagues and friends in Ethiopia consists of a sour spongy bread which is 
used to pick up your lamb or chicken with.  No forks allowed there.  Ethiopia is also the birth place of  
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coffee its serious business with coffee ceremonies everywhere and served with popcorn if available.  Of 
course lots of spice is everywhere.  

Mission of Tears has its roots and continues today to be Peterborough.  Our office now includes Toronto 
where we staff 4 people. 

Its founder and Co founder   Director Rev. Gordon Lewis and his wife Diane Lewis have served several 
countries included Russia, Ukraine, Haiti and Jamaica and Africa. 

Rev. Lewis is also the founder of Mission of Tears adoption agency license by the Province of Ontario to 
facilitate  children from foreign countries into Canadian Homes.  Last year the Lewis's  and staff worked 
with 21 countries reuniting families from war torn zones as well as Canadian  couples building their 
families through adoptions.   Their practice includes family counselling and consulting with appropriate 
professionals. 

                         
  Diane Lewis and Rev Gordon Lewis                  New Baby Home in Ethiopia Canadian and Ethiopian Flags    

Submitted by Diane Lewis   Vice Director  Mission of TEARS Charity 
Rev Gordon D. Lewis Missionary 
1840 Landsdowne St. West 
Box 21002  Peterborough Ontario K9J 8M7 
Website: www.missionoftears.com, website: www. Myadoption.ca    

 

THE FAITHFULNESS OF GOD  

We give praise to God for His faithfulness towards us after forty years in His service.  

Forty one years ago the Lord joined us together in holy matrimony and also in Spirit to carry out His great 
commission, “Go ye into all the world and preach the Gospel to every creature”. Mark 16: 15  

After attending the Toronto Gospel Lighthouse church for over twenty three years, where I served as a 
deacon, an elder and then associate pastor.  In 1987 God in His divine leading and guidance called us to  
establish Ebenezer Revival Tabernacle church in Scarborough. 
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The vision of Ebenezer Revival Tabernacle has always been to pr esent the Gospel to all nations.  As a 
missionary church we do our best to reach the lost with the Gospel of Christ, feed the hungry, clothe the 
naked and help the helpless both at home and overseas.  

We have established an orphanage in India to house one hundred children; we are presently housing, 
feeding and educating sixty one children.  We are also supporting ten pastors, ten Bible teachers and five 
Bible school students in India.  

We have also helped to establish a church in St. Lucia, and are supporti ng them on a regular basis.  From  
this branch they have established four other branches in different areas of St. Lucia and one in Martinique. 
We are also supporting missionaries in Africa and some of the Islands. We have taken teams on 
missionary trips t o India, Africa, Central America, England and many of the Islands.  

In our efforts to reach out in our community, we have done much evangelizing by distributing Gospel 
tracts, fliers of up -coming events, general information of church activities and persona l door - to -door 
witnessing.  We are seeing the fruit of our labour.  

If we were to sum up our church’s main focus in a few words, we would have to say “Missions and 
evangelizing”.  It is all about working together to build God’s Kingdom as we go forward and accomplish 
that which the Lord has called us to do. Our hearts desire is to expand our mission outreach, to reach the 
lost in our community and also to minister to God’s people at home and overseas.  

As the regional secretary for Central Ontario Region, I am believing the Lord for a fresh move and 
outpouring of His Holy Spirit on all the ministers across Canada.  My prayer is that we will continue to 
work in unity as we extend our borders and go forward with great expectations.   We can truly say; “The 
Lord has done great things for us”.  

Pastors Joseph & Ina Samuels 
Ebenezer Revival Tabernacle 
1228 Birchmount Road 
Scarborough, Ontario 
Phone: 416 -759 -1602 
E-mail: jasamuels@rogers.com 
Website: www.ert.on.ca  

Rev Joseph and Rev Ina Samuels  

 

CENTRAL AMERICA M ISSION TRIP REPORT  

During the months of November and December 2007, Pastor Andres Armando Duarte, Pastor Rudy  
Van Der Stoel, Mr. Abraham Santos, and Mr. Kelvin Garcia had the opportunity to travel to the 
countries of Guatemala, and Nicaragua.  Mr. Garcia and Mr. Santos were the official interpreters 
and also acted as the photographers.  Pastor Jose Miguel Carillo joined the mission team in 
Guatemala and Mrs. Lorna Van Der Stoel joined the team in Nicaragua.  Pastor Carillo is an 
evangelist and is our poin t of contact for Central America.  The mission team had three objectives;  
firstly, to establish new medical clinics; secondly to conduct crusades; and thirdly to conduct  
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